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1 MAY, 1953
2

3 SOUTH CENTRAL-INTERSTATE FOREST FIRE PROTECTION COMPACT
4
5 Article I.
6

7 The purpose of this compact is to promote effective prevention' and control of forest fires in the
8 South Central region of the United States by the development of integrated forest fire plans, by the
9 maintenance of adequate forest fire fighting services by the member states, by providing for mutual

10 aid in fighting for~st fires among the compacting states of the region and with states in which are
11 party to other Regional Forest Fire Protection compacts or agreements and for more adequate forest
12 development.
13
14 Article II.
15

16 This compact shall become operative immediately as to those states ratifying it whenever any two
17 or more of the states of Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Oklahoma, and Texas which are
18 contiguous have ratified it and Congress has given consent thereto. Any state not mentioned in this
19 article which is contiguous with any member state may become a party to this compact, subject to
20 approval by the legislature of each of the member states.
21
22 Article III.
23

24 In each state, the state forester or officer holding the equivalent position who is responsible for
25 forest fire control shall act as compact administrator for that state and shall consult with like
26 officials of the other member states and shall implement cooperation between such states in forest
27 fire prevention and control.
28

29 The compact administrators of the member states shall organize to coordinate the services of the
30 member states and provide administrative integration in carrying out the purposes of this compact.
31

32 There shall be established an advisory committee of legislators, forestry commission
33 representatives, and forestry or forest products industries representatives which shall meet from
34 time to time with the compact administrators. Each member state shall name one member of the
35 Senate and one member of the House of Representatives, and the Governor of each member state
36 shall appoint one representative who shall be the chairman of the state forestry commission or
37 comparable official and one representative who shall
38 be associated with forestry or forest products industries to comprise the membership of the
39 advisory committee. Action shall be taken by a majority of the compacting states, and each state
40 shall be entitled to one vote.
41
42 The compact administrators shall formulate and, in accordance with
43 need, from time to time, revise a regional forest fire plan for the member states.
44
45 It shall be the duty of each member state to formulate and put in effect a forest fire plan for that
46 state and take such measures as may be necessary to integrate such forest fire plan with the regional
47 forest fire plan formulated by the compact administrators.
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